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Page   1    of   10         *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)  William Templeton Johnson House No. 2 

P1. Other Identifier:  4154 Lark Street              

 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency  Primary # 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial      

       NRHP Status Code  

    Other Listings     

    Review Code           Reviewer                  Date                   

*P2. Location:    Not for Publication       Unrestricted   

 *a.  County   San Diego      and   (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  La Jolla  Date  2015    T  16S ; R  3W  ; ¼  of ¼ of Sec 27 ; B.M. San Bernardino 

c.  Address   4154 Lark Street             City    San Diego           Zip    92103         

d.  UTM:  (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone  11 ,  483491   mE/   3623915   mN 

 e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)  

 APN: 443‐311‐03‐00, Decimal Degrees:  32.7530°N, 117.1762°W ( 32°, 45', 10.7" N; 117°, 10', 34.4" W) 

 Lots 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 in Block 21 of Arnold and Choate’s Addition, in the City of San Diego, County of San Diego, State of 

California, According to Map Thereof No. 334, filed in the Office of the County Recorder of San Diego County, November 29, 

1872. 

  
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 

boundaries) 

Constructed in 1913, the subject dwelling at 4154 Lark Street was designed in the Italian Renaissance Revival style by Master 

Architect William Templeton Johnson.  The resource is two stories, 2,791 square feet in size, with a 480-square foot basement, and is 

situated on a 12,500 square foot lot in the Arnold & Choate’s Addition of Mission Hills.  The two-story, symmetrical, rectangular 

plan, wood frame structure, is clad in stucco with brick below the finish floor where the basement level projects above grade.  The 

roof is hipped, with wide, open, eaves where decorative, shaped, rafters are visible.  (Continued on Page 3) 
 
*P3b. Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)   HP2 (Single Family Property)                                                                                                                 
*P4.  Resources Present:  Building   Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District   Other (Isolates, etc.)  

P5b. Description of Photo: (view, 

date, accession #) View looking 

Northwest of East elevation 

June 14, 2017 
 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 

Source: 

 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1912 San Diego County Assessor 

Residential Building Record 
 

*P7. Owner and Address: 

Glass Family Trust 06-07-12                                                     

467 San Fernando Street 

San Diego, CA  92106                                                    
 

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 

and address) 

Tricia Olsen, AICP 

Ginger Weatherford, MPS 

6621 Cartwright Street 

San Diego, CA  92120 
                                         

*P9. Date Recorded: May 2018           
 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  

City of San Diego Historical Resource 

            Research Report 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.") Ginger Weatherford | Historic Preservation Consulting 

Historical Resource Research Report for 4154 Lark Street, San Diego, CA 92103                                                                  
 

*Attachments: NONE  Location Map Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record   

Artifact Record  Photograph Record    Other (List):                                                   

P5a.  Photograph or Drawing  (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
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DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary #       

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 
  

B1. Historic Name:                                                                           

B2. Common Name:                                                                         

B3. Original Use:  Single Family Residence   B4.  Present Use:  Single Family Residence 

*B5. Architectural Style:  Italian Renaissance Revival 
*B6. Construction History:  (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

 

Research indicates the subject dwelling was constructed in 1912. This is supported by several sources. In April of 1912, the property 

was sold by Kate Sessions to William Templeton Johnson. The Chain of Title notes that the San Diego County Assessor Lot Book 

shows that this same year, 1912, is the first time that the property was assessed with improvements. The San Diego County 

Assessor’s Residential Building Record lists the construction date as 1912 with yard improvements in 1955 and a kitchen remodel in 

1989.  No other alterations or improvements are noted in permit records, on Sanborn maps, or observed on site. It should be noted 

that the City of San Diego Uptown Community Plan Area 2016 Historic Resources Survey Report notes that the construction date of 

the dwelling is 1913. 

 

*B7. Moved?   No   Yes   Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                   

*B8. Related Features:  Porch, Garage 

B9a. Architect:  William Templeton Johnson                        b. Builder: Unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme    Residential Architecture   Area   Mission Hills (San Diego)  

 Period of Significance   1912    Property Type   Single Family Residence   Applicable Criteria   A, C, D 
 (Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address 

integrity.) 

 

The subject dwelling was constructed in 1912, in the Arnold and Choate’s Addition to Mission Hills. The property is identified in the 

Uptown Community Plan Area 2016 Historic Resources Survey Report as a contributing resource in the Arnold and Choate’s 

Addition Potential Historic District. The survey notes that resources in this potential district enjoy historic significance under 

Criterions A and C. Additionally, the property is located within the area identified as the Kate Olivia Sessions Multiple Property 

Listing which includes the public rights of way in the vicinity of the 4100 block of Lark Street through the canyon. The survey notes 

that areas significant for this association enjoy historic significance under Criterions A and D. For the purposes of this nomination for 

designation as an individually significant resource, the dwelling is historically significant under Criterion A, as it exemplifies special 

elements of the City’s history due to its association with the Arnold and Choate’s Potential Historic District and the Kate Olivia 

Sessions Potential Multiple Property Listing; Criterion C, as it embodies distinctive characteristics of the Italian Renaissance style; 

and Criterion D, as an example of the notable work of Master Architect William Templeton Johnson.   (Continued on Page 4) 
 

 

 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   

 

*B12. References: (See Page 9) 
 

B13. Remarks:   
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Tricia Olsen, AICP and Ginger Weatherford, MPS 
 

*Date of Evaluation:  May 2018 
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*P3a. Description:  (Continued from Page 1)   

Rain gutters are present with downspouts at the corners. A double height porch is present on the front elevation and is enclosed at the 

second story level. Windows and doors are wood, with multi-light sashes. First floor windows are generally casement with arched 

fanlight transoms, while second story windows are double hung with shutters. All windows are inset, with minimal frames. A brick 

chimney is present on the north elevation, and second chimney projects through the roof on the south side.  Landscaping is mature, 

and consists palm trees, shrubbery, grass, and trees. A circle driveway at the end of Lark Street is present between the subject 

property and the property across the street, which is addressed as 4159 Lark Street. The property is bounded by the circle drive at the 

East, W. Montecito Way to the South, Frances Parker School to the West and North, and the canyon at the end of Lark Street to the 

North. A detached garage is accessed from W. Montecito Way. 

 

East Elevation (Main Façade) 

The East Elevation is symmetrical, and is comprised of a double height front porch, supported at the first floor by six simple 

columns. The second-floor level of the porch is beneath the main hipped roof of the dwelling, with no separate porch roof of its own. 

Like the rest of the roof line, the porch eaves are open with decorative shaped rafters visible beneath the overhang. The upper section 

of the porch is enclosed with wood multi-light sliding windows, and this enclosure is believed to be an original feature. Below the 

windows a balustrade is present, with decorative turned balusters below the railing, and the stucco of the wall is visible behind the 

balusters. At the entry level, a central wood entry door with an arched fanlight transom window and operable sidelights is present. A 

mail slot and address numbers are present to the right of the entry.  On either side of the entry, wood casement windows with 8-light 

sashes and a fanlight transom are present. The stucco exterior finish is inset below the window, extending to the brick porch floor. 

This detail is typical of all first-floor windows of this type. Simple pilasters matching the porch support columns are present where 

the porch meets the front façade. A brick path leads from W. Montecito Way to the center of the lawn, where the path takes a left 

turn to toward the dwelling. A narrower brick path leads from the circle drive and joins the wider path which leads up six steps to the 

entry level. 

 

South Elevation 

The South elevation of the dwelling faces W. Montecito Way. A chimney is visible projecting from the roofline, and the decorative 

shaped rafters are visible beneath the open eave. This elevation is largely obscured by a tall hedge, although the hedge has been 

trimmed to provide visibility and egress from the first-floor windows. This elevation is symmetrical and is characterized by three 

stacked windows at the first and second floor levels. The second-floor windows are wood double hung with 6-light upper and lower 

sashes, and wood shutters. A belt course is present below the windows for the length of the façade. First-floor windows are wood 

casement with 8-light sashes and a fanlight transom above and wood sill below.  

 

West Elevation (Rear Façade) 

The West elevation, which is the rear of the dwelling, is the only asymmetrical elevation. At the second-floor level, three windows 

are equally spaced across the length of the façade. These windows, like all second story windows on the dwelling, are wood double 

hung with 6-light upper and lower sashes and wood shutters. A belt course is present below the windows across the length of the 

façade. The first-floor level features several windows and a projecting rear entry porch. At the left side, a wood casement window 

with 8-light sashes and a fanlight transom is present. The window is inset, with the stucco inset extending to the brick at the basement 

level below. In the middle of the elevation, next to the projecting porch, is a smaller casement window with 8-light sashes. Next, the 

rear entry porch projects from the rear façade. This porch is topped with a hipped roof, with open eaves and exposed shaped rafters, 

like the main roof. The porch features wood double hung windows, each with a 6-light lower sash and a 6-light arched upper sash, 

and a wood sill. Four steps lead up to the rear entry door, which is wood with a window in the upper panel. The windows and door 

are set in decorative stucco recessed arches. To the right of the projecting porch is one last window, this one a simple wood double 

hung window with a single light upper and lower sash.  

 

The basement is also accessed from this side of the dwelling. Concrete steps lead down to the basement entry door, which is wood 

with a divided light upper panel. A wrought iron railing surrounds the basement access point. 

 

North Elevation 

The North elevation of the dwelling faces the canyon, and Frances Parker School. This elevation is symmetrical, with the brick 

chimney as the central focal point. The chimney is widest at the bottom third, and steps in at 45-degree angles at two points resulting  
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in a narrower top third which projects through the eave. On either side of the chimney are stacked windows. At the second-floor 

level, the windows are wood double hung with 6-light upper and lower sashes with shutters. A stucco belt course is present across the 

length of the façade below these windows. At the first floor, the windows are wood casement with 8-light sashes, and a fanlight 

transom. Like the first-floor windows on the other elevations, these are inset, with the stucco inset extending to the brick at the 

basement level below. 

*B10. Significance:  (Continued from Page 2) 

   

Criterion A:  Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City's, a community's or a neighborhood’s historical, archaeological, 

cultural, social, economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, landscaping, or architectural development. 

The subject property is located in the Arnold & Choate’s Addition Potential Historic District.  According to the Uptown Community 

Plan Area 2016 Historic Resources Survey Report prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, the potential historic 

district is eligible for designation under Criterions A and C. The document notes that the resources in the potential district “represent 

a range of architectural styles from 1900 through 1950” and “the various significant building types reflect patterns and changes in 

architectural styles and changes, as Arnold & Choate’s progressed from an early to a more modern neighborhood.” The dwelling is 

identified in the Arnold & Choate’s survey as Minimally Altered, and with a status code of 5D3 (contributor to a district). The 

subject dwelling is an example of the early development of the Arnold & Choate’s Addition, and exemplifies this special element of 

the City’s historical, aesthetic, and architectural development.   

The subject property is also included in the area identified in the Uptown Community Plan Area 2016 Historic Resources Survey 

Report as one of four areas that are potentially significant as part of the Kate Olivia Sessions Multiple Property Listing. The property 

is included in the area identified as Area 2, Lark Street, In Figure 26 of the City’s planning document, which is included as an 

attachment. The document notes that the period of significance for Lark Street is 1902-1916, and states that:  

The 4100 block of Lark Street is a significant resource to the proposed Kate Olivia Sessions MPL for two reasons. First, it 

was the center of Sessions’ growing grounds in Mission Hills, which over time winnowed down to what is now the Mission 

Hills Nursery. Her grounds covered a great deal of the North Florence Heights subdivision, where stands of Eucalyptus, 

Grevillea and other majestic trees are still extant in the immediate area. At this location, Sessions also incubated many of 

her Queen Palms en masse that were destined for most of the streets in Mission Hills. 

Second, Sessions herself inspired the area’s notable streetscape of parkways, pink sidewalks and unusual triangulated 

Queen Palm plantings. She intended to set a precedent of landscape improvements, hoping they would be continued through 

the neighborhood. Although her far sighted example was not followed, the 4100 block of Lark Street remains a model for 

suburban streetscape design. To take advantage of a localized housing boom, Sessions sold her nursery lots for residential 

uses on a parcel-by-parcel basis beginning in 1910. By 1925, she moved her nursery operations to Pacific Beach. 

The subject property was owned by Kate Sessions from 1909 through 1912, when she sold the property to William Templeton 

Johnson, during the time when the document notes that Sessions had begun to sell off her nursery lots. Since this property was owned 

by Sessions during the time her nursery was flourishing in the area, it is likely that this property was used by Sessions as part of her 

nursery grounds. Mature palms and other trees remain extant on the property. The subject property retains its association with Kate 

Sessions, and her importance to the Lark Street area, and is historically significant under Criterion A as it exemplifies this special 

element of the City’s historical, aesthetic, and landscaping development.  
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Criterion B: Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state or national history. 

Research performed did not indicate that the property is associated with persons or events significant in local, state or national history 

meriting designation under Criterion B. 

Criterion C: Embodies distinctive characteristics of style, type, period, or method of construction or is a valuable example of the use 

of indigenous materials or craftsmanship.  

The dwelling was designed by William Templeton Johnson in the Italian Renaissance Revival style. While less common than the 

Craftsman and Spanish styles that were prolific in the San Diego region during this time, the Italian Renaissance Revival style was 

popular nationwide during the early 20th Century. Character defining features of the Italian Renaissance Revival style include: Two 

story massing, a hipped roof, overhanging eaves with decorative brackets or rafters visible below, a symmetrical front façade, a belt 

course, second floor windows that are less elaborate than first floor windows, an entry accentuated by columns or pilasters, and 

arches above first floor windows and doors. Exterior finish may be brick, stone, or stucco. The subject dwelling includes all of these 

character defining features, as detailed in the architectural description, and remains unaltered from its historic period of significance 

of 1913.  

To be eligible for designation under any City of San Diego Historic Resources criteria a potential historic resource must retain 

integrity. According to the National Park Service, the integrity of a resource is determined by “the ability of a property to convey its 

significance.” In order to illustrate integrity, potential resources must be evaluated under the seven aspects of integrity defined by the 

NPS: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  

Location: Location is defined by the National Park Service as the “place where the historic property was constructed or the place 

where the historic event occurred.”  

The subject dwelling was constructed on Lots 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 in Block 21 in the Arnold & Choate’s Addition of Mission Hills.  

The house is situated in the same location on the lots as originally constructed in 1912, and therefore the property retains integrity of 

location.  

Design: Design is defined as the “combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a property.”  

The dwelling exhibits character defining features of the Italian Renaissance Revival style residential architecture, such as two story 

massing, a hipped roof, overhanging eaves with decorative brackets or rafters visible below, a symmetrical front façade, a stucco and 

brick exterior finish, a stucco belt course below second floor windows, second floor windows that are less elaborate than first floor 

windows, an entry accentuated by columns or pilasters, and arches above first floor windows and doors. No known alterations have 

been made to the exterior of the dwelling, and the property retains integrity of design.  

Setting: Setting is defined as the “physical environment of a historic property.”  

Current conditions are very similar to the historic setting of the property.  The house remains surrounded by residential development 

to the south on Montecito Way, and across the circle drive extending from Lark Street; the canyon remains to the north of the 

property. The historic Frances Parker School, which was established in 1913 by the architect for the subject dwelling, remains in 

place to the north and has expanded into the property to the west of the subject dwelling. The surroundings of residences, canyon, 

and school property has remained unchanged; therefore, the property retains integrity of setting.  

Materials:  Materials are defined as the “physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of time and 

in a pattern or configuration to form a historic property.”  



DPR 523L (9/2013) 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#                         

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     

       Trinomial  

CONTINUATION SHEET     

Property Name: William Templeton Johnson House No. 2 

Page   6   of   10 

The dwelling retains its original footprint and massing, its original stucco and brick exterior finish, its original wood windows and 

doors, and all other original details. No visible loss of materials is present and therefore the subject property retains integrity of 

materials. 

Workmanship:  Workmanship is defined as the “physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any given 

period in history or prehistory.”  

The dwelling is an excellent example of the Italian Renaissance Revival style.  Quality workmanship is evident in the original 

construction, design, fabrication and finishing details, all of which remain intact. The dwelling retains integrity of workmanship.  

Feeling:  Feeling is defined as the “property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time.”  

The subject property conveys the sense and feeling of its 1912 period of significance. The property retains its relationship to its 

surroundings, which largely remain unchanged. The open space to the north and residential development to the south lend to this 

retention in feeling, as does the retention of integrity of the architecture of the dwelling and mature landscaping on the property. The 

front elevation faces toward the circle drive extension of Lark Street and looks toward the same dwelling it has faced throughout its 

history. The property retains integrity of feeling.  

Association: Association is defined as the “direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property.”  

While the subject property is not historically significant under Criterion B for association with a significant person or event, the 

property does retain its association with the development of the Arnold & Choate’s Addition of Mission Hills, and with the architect 

of the dwelling, William Templeton Johnson. The subject property meets the criteria for integrity under association. 

Criterion D:  Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer, architect, engineer, landscape architect, interior 

designer, artist or craftsman. 

The following is taken from the City of San Diego Biographies of Masters, which identifies William Templeton Johnson as a Master 

Architect: 

William Templeton Johnson was born in 1877 in Staten Island, New York. When he was only fourteen years old, his father 

passed away and he became the “man of the house”, helping to support his mother, three aunts and three siblings. After high 

school, he immediately took a job at the Warren Chemical and Manufacturing Company, an asphalt and gravel roofing 

business. His job there taught him about roofing and exposed him to many types of buildings. In his job, he also traveled 

extensively to unique locations including Savannah, Georgia, and Monterrey, Mexico. It was in Mexico that he was more 

fully exposed to the construction business, as well as to Spanish Colonial architecture and Spanish culture. After the work in 

Mexico was completed, he returned by ship to the east coast, Quebec and Montreal, via Vera Cruz, the Yucatan Peninsula 

and Havana, Cuba. 

In 1905, coincidental with his marriage to Clara Delafield Sturges, the daughter of a prominent Chicago banker, he 

embarked on a career in architecture. He worked briefly with the well‐known east coast firm of Delano & Aldrich and, 

having been advised by William Delano to study in Paris, moved there, funded by his wife’s family, to study in the Beaux‐

Arts tradition at the Atelier Chifflot and the Academie des Beaux‐Arts until 1911. 
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After his European education and European honeymoon/travels, Mr. Johnson returned to the United States and was in New 

York for a year. In 1912, he and his wife relocated to San Diego, primarily due to his wife’s family’s interest in Coronado 

and San Diego. From 1912 to 1916, he established his own firm and began his individual career in earnest. In 1912, he 

designed the Francis Parker School “quadrangle” plan buildings and several residences in both Coronado and San Diego. 

When master architect Irving Gill closed his office in 1916, William Templeton Johnson became perhaps the leading 

architect practicing within San Diego. Although Mr. Johnson was comfortable with the architectural styles of the era, his 

preference for structures with “Mediterranean” character prevailed.  

During the period from 1918 through 1930, he designed his most influential structures. In 1921, he designed his first major 

public structure, the La Jolla Public Library and Athenaeum in a combination of the Spanish Colonial Revival and Italian 

Renaissance styles. Between 1922 and 1925, he designed several residences, the La Jolla High School, the La Jolla High 

School Auditorium, the now‐demolished Roosevelt Jr. High School Music Building, as well as two private research 

laboratories. Also during this period in 1924, he designed the Fine Arts Gallery, now the San Diego Museum of Art in 

Balboa Park. In 1926, he designed the first unit of a building in La Jolla called “Los Apartmentos de Seville” that would 

later become the La Valencia Hotel. In 1927, he designed the Southern Trust and Commerce Bank, and in 1928, the San 

Diego Trust & Savings Bank Building, to which he relocated his architectural office. The latter building is listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places. In 1929, he was selected via an architectural competition, to do the U. S. Consulate 

building in Seville, Spain, part of the Iberian‐American Exposition there. Also in 1929, he designed the Junipero Serra 

Museum in Presidio Park, and the Samuel Fox building at Sixth Avenue and Broadway in the heart of downtown San 

Diego. 

From 1930 through 1933, William Templeton Johnson was involved with several construction projects in Balboa Park, 

including the base for the statue of El Cid Campeador and the design of the Museum of Natural History. The Museum 

project came to Mr. Johnson as a result of his association with Joseph Sefton, Jr., who was president of the San Diego Trust 

& Savings Bank and the president of the Society of Natural History. 

Between 1935 and 1938, Mr. Johnson designed several public structures for the Federal, City and County governments. 

Among these is the County Administration Building on Pacific Highway facing the harbor, done in collaboration with 

architects Louis Gill, Richard Requa and Sam Hamill. From 1939 until his retirement in 1955, his architectural firm 

designed a number of residences, at least ten school buildings, the San Diego State University Master Plan and the main 

branch of the San Diego Public Library. William died at his home on Jackdaw Street, at age 80, in October of 1957. 

Among other awards, William Templeton Johnson was inducted as a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects in 

1939. Although he is well known for his many residences, his primary impact on the City of San Diego is his design of a 

multitude of public structures such as museums, schools and libraries, still in use by the public today. 
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When the Johnson family moved to the San Diego region, they first lived in Coronado at 631 Ocean Boulevard, but by 1918 had 

moved to 4520 Trias Street in Mission Hills, where they would live until 1931. Throughout most of this time, Johnson maintained his 

architectural office at 861 6th Avenue in San Diego. In 1929, Johnson moved is architectural office to 530 Broadway in San Diego, 

where it would remain for the duration of his career. Subsequently to his residence at 4520 Trias Street, Johnson lived at 2266 

Albatross, 2465 Albatross, 3255 Front Street, and 4284 Jackdaw, all in San Diego.  

The City of San Diego CHRID lists the following designated Historic Resources as notable works of William Templeton Johnson: 

HRB #127 – Samuel I. Fox Building (531 Broadway) 

HRB #203 – County Administration Bldg. (Civic Administration Center) 

HRB #228 – La Jolla Public Library (1006 Wall Street) 

HRB #237 – Junipero Serra Museum (2727 Presidio Drive) 

HRB #335 – San Diego Trust and Savings Bank Building (530‐540 Broadway) 

HRB #354 – SDG&E Station B (903 Kettner Blvd) Hoffman and W.T. Johnson 

HRB #453 – Hildred R. and Marion M. Peckham House (2905 Nichols Street) 

HRB #482 – Francis W. Parker School (4201 Randolph Street) 

HRB #683 – San Diego City Library (820 E Street) 

HRB #733 – William Templeton Johnson House (4520 Trias Street) 

HRB #756 -  Sarah Brock/William Templeton Johnson/Brawner & Hunter House (4451 Hermosa Way) 

HRB # 764 - Marion Delafield Sturgis and Samuel Otis Dauchy/William Templeton Johnson House (4455 Hermosa Way) 

HRB #797 – William Templeton Johnson Spec House #1 (4467 Ampudia Street) 

HRB # 853 - Sarah Brock/William Templeton Johnson House (1603 Torrance Street) 

HRB #990 - William Templeton Johnson/ Harry Brawner Rental House (4460 Trias Street) 

The subject dwelling at 4154 Lark Street retains an excellent level of architectural integrity, continues to reflect the architect’s 

original design and workmanship in the Italian Renaissance Revival style, and is historically significant under Criterion D as an 

example of the notable work of Master Architect William Templeton Johnson. 

Criterion E:  Is listed or has been determined eligible by the National Park Service for listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places or is listed or has been determined eligible by the State Historical Preservation Office for listing on the California Register of 

Historical Resources. 

Criterion E does not apply to this property. 

Criterion F:  Is a finite group of resources related to one another in a clearly distinguishable way or is a geographically definable 

area or neighborhood containing improvements which have a special character, historical interest or aesthetic value or which 

represent one or more architectural periods or styles in the history and development of the City. 

Although, the property is located within the Arnold and Choate’s Addition Potential Historic District, the property does not meet 

Criterion F as this district has not been designated. 
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Attachment A 
Building Development Information 

A.1 – Assessor’s Building Record
A.2 – Notice of Completion
A.3 – Water/Sewer Records
A.4 – Building/Construction Permits
A.5 – Site Plan with Footprint Showing Additions
A.6 – County Lot and Block Book Page
A.7 – Previous Survey Forms



A.1 – Assessor’s Building Record 
 

 



A.1 – Assessor’s Building Record 
 

 



A.2 – Notice of Completion 
 
California Lot Book was not able to locate a Notice of Completion for this property. The 
1912 editions of Southwest Contractor & Manufacturer were searched through the Hathi 
Trust Digital Library, however, searches for 4154 Lark, Lark and West Montecito and 
William Templeton Johnson did not render any results. 
 



A.3 – Water/Sewer Records 
 

 

 



A.3 – Water/Sewer Records 

 

 
 
 
 



A.4 – Building/Construction Permits 
 

 



A.4 – Building/Construction Permits 
 

 



A.5 – Site Plan with Footprint Showing Additions 
 
1921 Sanborn Map 

 
1977 Building Record 

 
2018 Google Maps 

 
 



A.6 – County Lot and Block Book Page 
 

  



A.7 – Previous Survey Forms 
 
The California Historical Resources Inventory Database for the City of San Diego 
(http://sandiego.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?display=search) was searched on July 7, 
2017.  No previous survey forms were found. 
 
4154 Lark Street is included in the Uptown Community Plan Area Historic Resources 
Survey Report prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, Final 
Document November 2016.  The resource is listed as Status Code 5D3 - Appears to be 
a contributor to a district that appears eligible for local listing or designation through 
survey evaluation. 
 

 



A.7 – Previous Survey Forms 
 
DPR forms were completed for 4154 Lark Street in January 1982 as part of the Cultural 
Resource Survey of Presidio Hills, Mission Hills and Bankers Hill Areas of San Diego 
California conducted by CompuShare, Inc. of California, 2725 Barnson Place, San 
Diego 92103, (714) 296-8619. 

 

 



 
 
 
Attachment B 
Ownership and Occupant Information 

B.1 – Chain of Title
B.2 – Directory Search of Occupants
B.3 – Deed from the Date of Construction



B.1 – Chain of Title 
 
1.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   James Trembath and Adelaide B. Trembath 
Grantee:   Kate O. Sessions 
Recorded:   July 22, 1909, #1080, Deed Book 465, Page 412 
Relates to:   Lots 13, 14 and 15 
 
2.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Mary J. Hill 
Grantee:   Kate O. Sessions 
Recorded:   June 13, 1911, #1831, Deed Book 527, Page 74 
Relates to:   Lots 16 and 17 
 
3.  The San Diego County Assessor Lot Block Book Page shows the first year with assessed 
improvements as being 1912. 
 
4.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Kate O. Sessions 
Grantee:   W. Templeton Johnson 
Recorded:   April 23, 1912, #10758, Deed Book 562, Page 44 
 
5.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   W. Templeton Johnson, aka William Templeton Johnson 
Grantee:   Mae Lincoln Clarke Bogan 
Recorded:   November 2, 1923, #40705, Deed Book 947, Page 458 
 
6.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Mae Lincoln Clarke Bogan 
Grantee:   Katherine B. Ostrander 
Recorded:   May 6, 1925, #21658, Deed Book 1070, Page 323 

 
7.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Katherine B. Ostrander 
Grantee:   Eugene Coloman and Louise DL Coloman 
Recorded:   January 12, 1943, #1567, Deed Book 1436, Page 498 
 
8.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Eugene Coloman 
Grantee:   Louise DL Coloman 
Recorded:   November 17, 1943, #75504, Official Records Book 1596,  
    Page 53 
 
9.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Louise DL Coloman 
Grantee:   David W. Lester and Mary G. Lester 
Recorded:   November 17, 1943, #75505, Official Records Book 1577,  
    Page 499 
 



B.1 – Chain of Title 
 
10.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   David W. Lester and Mary G. Lester 
Grantee:   J. B. Henn and Marjorie J. Henn 
Recorded:   June 6, 1956, #77495, Official Records Book 6129, Page 71 
 
11.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   J. B. Henn and Marjorie J. Henn 
Grantee:   Martin L. Pedigo and Frances Anne Pedigo 
Recorded:   November 18, 1968, Recorders File No. 201505 

 
12.  Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor:   Martin L. Pedigo 
Grantee:   Frances Anne Pedigo 
Recorded:   December 11, 1970, Recorders File No. 228090 

 
13.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Frances Ann Griffin, who acquired title as Frances Anne Pedigo 
Grantee:   David E. Generes and N. Teresa Generas 
Recorded:   August 25, 1972, Recorders File No. 226342 
 
14.  Community Proper 
Estate of:   David Edward Generas 
Passes to:   Teresa Generas 
Recorded:   February 19, 1985, Recorders File No. 85-054635 
 
15.  Grant Deed 
Grantor:   N. Teresa Generas, aka Teresa Generas 
Grantee:   Calvin Cullinan-James and Jane Cullinan-James 
Recorded:   November 25, 1986, Recorders File No. 86-545535 
 
16.  Individual Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor:   Calvin Cullinan-James and Jane Cullinan-James 
Grantee:   Calvin Cullinan-James and Jane Cullinan-James, Co-Trustees 
Recorded:   May 7, 1987, Recorders File No. 1987-251481 
 
17.  Individual Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Calvin Cullinan-James and Jane Cullinan-James, Co-Trustees 
Grantee:   Christopher Glass and Renee Fitzmorris Glass 
Recorded:   August 17, 1993, Recorders File No. 1993-0536570 
 
18.  Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor:   Christopher Glass and Renee Fitzmorris Glass 
Grantee:   Christopher Kevin Glass, aka C. K. Glass and Renee Fitzmorris  
    Glass, aka R. F. Glass 
Recorded:   June 11, 2012, Recorders File No. 2012-0339025 
 

 



B.1 – Chain of Title 
 
19.  Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor:   Christopher Kevin Glass, aka C. K. Glass and Renee Fitzmorris  
    Glass, aka R. F. Glass 
Grantee:   C. K. Glass and R. F. Glass, Trustees 
Recorded:   June 14, 2012, Recorders File No. 2012-0347633 



B.2 – Directory Search of Occupants 
 
Year 4154 Lark Street 

1912 Address not in directory 

1913 Address not in directory 

1914 Address not in directory 

1915 Clark Rex B (Grace) office 861, 6th room 823 home 4154 Lark 
Becker Ella maid 4154 Lark 
Pappert Leona A maid 4154 Lark 

1916 Clark Rex B (Grace) office 823 Timken Building 861 6th home 4154 Lark 
Brewer Anna cook 4154 Lark 

1917 Address not in directory 

1918 Blackman John E (Ada B) president Lower California Chemical Company home 
4154 Lark 
McCall Elizabeth Mrs residence 4154 Lark 
McCall Rose residence 4154 Lark 

1919 Blackman John E (Ada B) home 4154 Lark 
Fry Edward residence 4154 Lark 
Powlesson Charles E (Opel) accountant residence 4154 Lark 

1920 Blackman John E (Ada B) home 4154 Lark 

1921 Jewett Scoville (Grace) home 4154 Lark 

1922 Jewett Thomas S (Grace) USN home 4154 Lark 

1923 Address not in directory 

1924 Bogan Samuel W (Mae L C) major USMC home 4154 Lark 

1926 Ostrander Katherine (widow F S) home 4154 Lark 

1927 Ostrander Katherine B Mrs home 4154 Lark 

1928 Ostrander Katherine B (widow Sidney) home 4154 Lark 

1929-1931 Ostrander Katherine B (widow Frank) home 4154 Lark 

1932 Ostrander Katherine B (widow Felix) home 4154 Lark 

1933-1934 Ostrander Kate B Mrs home 4154 Lark 

1935 Ostrander Katherine B (widow F S) home 4154 Lark 

1936 Ostrander Katherine B (widow F S) home 4154 Lark 
Thompson Robert R (Lucille) Lieutenant Commander USN home 4154 Lark 

1937-1939 Ostrander Katherine B (widow F S) home 4154 Lark 

1940 Hubbard Wesley R physician USN home 4154 Lark 

1941 Hubbard Wesley R USN home 4154 Lark 

1942 Bostrander Katherine Mrs home 4154 Lark 

1943-1945 Address not in directory 

1947-1948 Lester David W (Mary G) physician 233, A R307 home 4154 Lark 

1950 Lester David, MD (Mary G) Psychiatry and Neurology, 525 Hawthorn, Tel 
Franklin 5379, home 4154 Lark, Tel Woodcrest 5380 

1952 Lester David (Mary G) physician 525 Hawthorn home 4154 Lark 

1953-1954 Lester David W (Mary E) physician 2740 1st Avenue home 4154 Lark 

1955 Lester David W (Mary G) psychiatrist 2740 1st Avenue home 4154 Lark 

1956 Lester David W (Mary) physician 2740 1st Avenue 
Lester Mary G Mrs home 4154 Lark 

1957-1958 Henn Jacob B (Marjorie J) engineer Convair home 4154 Lark 

  



B.2 – Directory Search of Occupants 
  

Year 4154 Lark Street 

1960 Henn Jacob B (Marjorie J) engineer Convair home 4154 Lark 
Henn Jack student residence 4154 Lark 
Henn Jill student residence 4154 Lark 

1961 Henn Jacob B (Marjorie J) engineer Convair home 4154 Lark 
Henn Jack T student residence 4154 Lark 

1962 Henn Jacob B (Marjorie J) chief engineer Convair home 4154 Lark 
Henn Jack T clerk Dottie’s Donut House residence 4154 Lark 
Henn John T student residence 4154 Lark 

1963-1964 Henn Jacob B (Marjorie J) chief engineer Convair home 4154 Lark 
Henn John T student residence 4154 Lark 

1966 Henn Jacob B (Marjorie J) engineer home 4154 Lark 

1967 Henn Jacob B (Marjorie J) engineer General Dynamic home 4154 Lark 

1968 Henn Jacob B (Marjorie J) engineer General Dynamic home 4154 Lark 
Henn Jane residence 4154 Lark 
Henn Jenifer student residence 4154 Lark 

1969-1970  Goodman Ethel B (widow John K) retired home 4154 Lark 

1971 Pedigo Frances Mrs clerk Bahia Motor Motel home 4154 Lark 
Pedigo Martin L employee San Diego Unified School District residence 4154 
Lark 

1972 Pedigo Frances Mrs clerk Bahia Motor Motel home 4154 Lark 

1973-1975 Generas David E (N Teresa) civil engineer G L Cory Inc home 4154 Lark 

1976-1980 Generas David E and N Teresa civil engineer G L Cory Inc home 4154 Lark 

1982-1983 Generas David 

1984 Generas David E and Teresa N civil engineer G L Cory Inc home 4154 Lark 

1985 Generas David 

1986 Generas David 
Generas Teresa 

1987-2000 XXXX 

2001-2012 Glass Christopher 

2013-2016 XXXX 

 
 

 



B.3 – Deed from the Date of Construction 
 

 
  



B.3 – Deed from the Date of Construction 
 

 



 
 
 
Attachment C 
Maps 

C.1 – City of San Diego 800 Scale 
Engineering Map

C.2 – Current and Historical USGS Maps
C.3 – Original Subdivision Map
C.4 – Sanborn Maps

1886/1887
1906
1921
1940
1950
1956



C.1 – City of San Diego 800 Scale Engineering Map 
 

 



C.2 – Current USGS Map 
 
 
 

 
 
Portion of USGS La Jolla Quadrangle, 7.5 minute, 2015 

 



C.2 – Historical USGS Maps 
 
 
 

 
 
Portion of USGS La Jolla Quadrangle, 7.5 minute, 1996 

 
 



C.2 – Historical USGS Maps 
 
 
 

 
 
Portion of USGS La Jolla Quadrangle, 7.5 minute, 1967 

 
 



C.2 – Historical USGS Maps 
 
 
 

 
 
Portion of USGS La Jolla Quadrangle, 7.5 minute, 1953 

 



C.2 – Historical USGS Maps 
 
 

 

 
 
Portion of USGS La Jolla Quadrangle, 7.5 minute, 1943 

 
  



C.2 – Historical USGS Maps 
 
 

 

 
 
Portion of USGS La Jolla Quadrangle, 7.5 minute, 1930 

 
 
 



C.3 – Original Subdivision Map 
 

 



C.4 – Sanborn Maps 
 
1887 
 

 
 
Lark Street Not Mapped 



C.4 – Sanborn Maps 
 
1888 
 

 
 
Lark Street Not Mapped 



C.4 – Sanborn Maps 
 
1906 
 

 
 
Lark Street Not Mapped 



C.4 – Sanborn Maps 
 
1921 
 

 
 
4154 Lark Street Highlighted 



C.4 – Sanborn Maps 
 
1940 
 
Not Available



C.4 – Sanborn Maps 
 
1950 
 

 
 
4154 Lark Street Highlighted 



C.4 – Sanborn Maps 

 
1956 
 

 
 
4154 Lark Street Highlighted 



 
 
 
Attachment D 
Photographs 

D.1 – Historical Photographs
D.2 – Current Photographs



D.1 – Historical Photographs 
 

 
 
Photograph Courtesy of San Diego History Center, 1928  



D.1 – Historical Photographs 
 

 
 
Closeup of Photograph Courtesy of San Diego History Center, 1928 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
East Elevation (Main Façade) 
 

 
East and North Elevations



D.2 – Current Photographs 

 

 
North and West Elevations 
 

 
West Elevation (Rear Façade)



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
West and South Elevations 
 

 
South Elevation 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
South and East Elevations 
 

 
East Elevation Front Stairs and Porch Columns 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
East Elevation Brick Walkway and Stairs 
 

 
East Elevation First Floor South Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

  
East Elevation Front Door 
 

 
East Elevation Front Door Knocker 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
East Elevation Front Door Handle 
 

 
East Elevation First Floor North Windows



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
East Elevation Front Porch 
 

 
East Elevation Second Floor Windows 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
East Elevation Second Floor Windows 
 

 
East and North Elevations Brick Foundation and Skirting  



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
North Elevation Basement Window and Vent 
 

 
North Elevation Chimney Base 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
North Elevation Basement Window 
 

 
North Elevation First Floor East Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
North Elevation Chimney 
 

 
North Elevation First Floor West Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
North Elevation Second Floor Window  
 

 
North Elevation Second Floor East Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
North Elevation Second Floor West Window 
 

 
West Elevation Basement North Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
West Elevation Basement Door 
 

 
West Elevation Basement Stairs 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
West Elevation Basement Vent and Coal Chute 
 

 
West Elevation Rear Entry 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
West Elevation First Floor North Window 
 

 
West Elevation First Floor Window and North Elevation First Floor Wall  



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
West Elevation First Floor Rear Entry Window 
 

     
West Elevation Back Entry Door 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
West Elevation Rear Entry Doorbell 
 

 
South Elevation Rear Entry Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
West Elevation First Floor South Window 
 

 
West Elevation Second Floor North Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
West Elevation Second Floor Center Window and South Window 
 

 
South Elevation First Floor West Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
South Elevation First Floor Center Window 
 

 
South Elevation First Floor East Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
South Elevation Chimney and Second Floor Windows 
 

 
South Elevation Front Porch 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
South Elevation Second Floor Window 
 

 
Second Floor Porch Interior Looking Southeast 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
Garage South Elevation 
 

 
Garage South and East Elevations 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
Garage North Elevation 
 

 
Garage East Elevation Window 



D.2 – Current Photographs 
 

 
Garage East Elevation North Window 
 

 
Garage North Elevation Window and Door 



 
 
 
Attachment E 
HRB Criteria  
Supplemental Documentation 

E.1 – Criterion A

E.2 – Criterion B

E.3 – Criterion C

E.4 – Criterion D

E.5 – Criterion E

E.6 – Criterion F



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.1 – Criterion A 

 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016  



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016  



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.1 – Criterion A 
 

 
Prepared by The City of San Diego Planning Department, November 2016 



E.2 – Criterion B 
 



E.2 – Criterion B 
 



E.2 – Criterion B 
 

 



E.3 – Criterion C 
 

 



E.3 – Criterion C 
 

 



E.3 – Criterion C 
 

 



E.3 – Criterion C 
 

 
A Field Guide to American Houses, Pages 396 – 399  



E.4 – Criterion D 
 

 
San Diego History Center Biographies - William Templeton Johnson  
  



E.4 – Criterion D 
 

 



E.4 – Criterion D 
 

 



E.4 – Criterion D 
 

 



E.4 – Criterion D 
 

 



E.4 – Criterion D 
 

 



E.4 – Criterion D 
 

 
 

  



E.4 – Criterion D 
 

 



E.5 – Criterion E 
 
Not Applicable 
 



E.6 – Criterion F 
 
Please see Attachment E.1 – Criterion A for more information. 
 


